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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO VO-03 SCA-01 CIAE-00 FBIE-00 INSE-00 

NSAE-00 CU-04 EB-11 COME-OO TRSE-00 OMB-01 DODE-OO 

INR-10 PA-03 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 SPC-03 L-03 SS-15 

NSC-10 DRC-01 H-03 /111W 

035780 

R 220830Z SEP 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7048 

CONFIDENTIAL SOFIA 1272 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CGEN, BU 

SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON ASPECTS OF US-BULGARIAN RELATIONS 
REF: (A) STATE 187351 AND (B) SOFIA 1184 

1. REQUEST SET FORTH IN REFERENCE (A) BEING ANSWERED 
SEPARATELY. 

2. IF FONMIN MLADENOV TO HAVE CONVERSATION WITH DEPART- 
MENT OFFICIALS FOLLOWING EMBASSY OBSERVATIONS MAY BE 
HELPFUL AS BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

3. ACCESS: SINCE DEPUTY FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER LU- 
KANOV'S VISIT, ATMOSPHERE HAS WARMED CONSIDERABLY. ALL 
REQUESTS FOR APPOINTMENTS WITH OFFICIALS AT ALL LEVELS 
HAVE BEEN PROMPTLY MET. IN FACT, SO MANY MEETINGS AND 
CONTACTS IN ECONOMIC/TRADE AREA AVAILABLE THAT EMBASSY 
SMALL STAFF UNABLE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ALL OPPORTUNITIES. 
EWTC DIRECTOR VERY WELL RECEIVED ON BOTH VISITS AND 
COULD HAVE PROFITABLY SPENT MORE TIME AT PLOVDIV FAIR 
HAD HIS SCHEDULE PERMITTED. AS IN THE PAST, MORE 
CONTACTS IN CULTURAL AREA CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE 
THROUGH INVITATIONS TO EXHIBITS, ETC, THEN STAFF CAN 
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EXPLOIT. HOW POTENTIALLY USEFUL SUCH CONTACTS WILL 
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PROVE TO BE IS , OF COURSE, UNCERTAIN BUT UNTIL WE 
HAVE TESTED PERIMETERS, JUDGEMENT CANNOT BE MADE. 

BELIEVE WE WOULD BE ON WEAK GROUND TO RAISE QUESTION 
OF ACCESS WITH MLADENOV SINCE HE COULD RESPOND BU 
SAYING ALL REQUESTS ARE BEING MET. HOWEVER, IF DE- 
PARTMENT BELIEVES IT DESIRABLE TO SUGGEST EMBASSY BE 
PERMITTED MAKE APPOINTMENTS DIRECTLY (PRESENTLY ALLOWED 
ONLY MAKE APPOINTMENTS DIRECTLY WITH MINISTRY FOR 
FOREIGN TRADE AND MINFINANCE) AND NOT THROUGH MFA PROTOCOL THIS 
WOULD BE LEGITIMATE ACCESS ISSUE. WE, HOWEVER, BELIEVE THIS 
WOULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE SINCE RELATIONS SO FRAGILE 
AND POPULATION SO CONDITIONED THAT IT IS DOUBTFUL MANY 
APPOINTMENT REQUESTS WOULD BE HONORED WITHOUT OF- 
FICIAL MFA BLESSING. PRESENT SYSTEM NOT DISCRIMINATING 
SINCE ALL NON- COMMUNIST EMBASSIES HAVE SAME REQUIREMENT. 

AS FOR MILITIA MAN OUTSIDE EMBASSY, OTHER EMBASSIES 
ALSO HAVE THIS "PROTECTION" AND WE DOUBT PRESENCE PER SE 
DETERS PEOPLE FROM ENTERING PREMISES IF THEY HAVE BUS- 
INESS WITH THE EMBASSY. 

4. "ANTI-US PROPAGANDA": WE HAVE NOTED DEFINITE IM- 
PROVEMENT IN MEDIA TREATMENT OF US IN RECENT MONTHS. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT SPECIAL INSTRUCTION GIVEN MEDIA 
ON TREATMENT US. THIS HAS BEEN EMPHASIZED ON AT 
LEAST THREE OCCASIONS BY HIGH-LEVEL GOB OFFICIALS 

TO CHARGE' AND, INDEED, COMPARISON OF PRESS WITH THAT 
OF SIX MONTHS AGO SHOWS MARKED DECREASE IN STRIDENT 
POLIMICS DIRECTED AGAINST US. 

ALTHOUGH WE WOULD NOT CLAIM THAT GOB S CAREFUL 
TREATMENT OF CHILEAN EVENTS WAS POLICY MADE IN SOFIA, 

FACT REMAINS THAT BULGARIA IS UNIQUE AMONG EAST EURO- 
PEANS FOR NOT ACCUSING US GOVT OF DIRECT IN- 
VOLVEMENT IN COUP. OF COURSE CRITICAL MATERIAL CON 
TINUES TO APPEAR, BUT IT IS USUALLY DIRECTED AGAINST 
SPECIFIC US POLICY AND WITHIN BOUNDS OF NORMAL PRO- 
PAGANDA ONE CAN EXPECT FROM EE AND SOVIET PRESS. 

5. "BONDS": RECENTLY LUKANOV TOLD CHARGE' THAT GOB IN 
TENDS TO SETTLE DOLLAR BOND ISSUE AND WILL BE IN CON- 
TACT WITH FOREIGN BOND HOLDERS COUNCIL IN DUE COURSE. 
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6. "CONSULAR AGREEMENT AND MULTIPLE ENTRY VISAS": WE 
HAVE RECEIVED GOB'S REPLY ON CONSULAR AGREEMENT AND 
FURTHER ACTION RESTS WITH USG. 

THERE HAS BEEN NO MOVEMENT ON OUR SUGGESTION THAT 
BILATERALLY MULTIPLE ENTRY VISAS BE ISSUED NON-DIPLOMATIC 
EMBASSY STAFF MEMBERS BUT EMBASSY'S MOST RECENT ROUTINE 
REQUEST FOR EXIT-REENTRY VISA WAS HONORED IN LESS 
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THAN SIX HOURS. BELIEVE THIS SHOULD BE NOTED AS 
AN ISSUE WHICH COULD BE EASILY RESOLVED AND IF RE- 
SOLVED WOULD SIGNIFY CONCRETE EVIDENCE OF MUTUAL 
GOOD WILL. 

BATJER 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 SEP 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973SOFIA01272 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS BAUER 
Errors: N/A 
Film Number: n/a 
From: SOFIA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 973091 6/aaaaalty. tel 

Line Count: 120 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: (A) STATE 187351 AND (B) SOFIA 1184 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 SEP 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06-Sep-2001 by martinml>; APPROVED <07-Nov-2001 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COMMENTS ON ASPECTS OF US-BULGARIAN RELATIONS 
TAGS: PFOR, CGEN, BU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




